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A small mistake changes
Anna's life
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MA Lik-sang has had an
incurable disease ever
since he was born, but the
boy has never felt lonely or
helpless. He knows he has
a supportive, loving father
who is devoted to his care
and will never abandon
him, writes Sara Chan.
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ik-sang is now 14 é“ars old but

he is shorter than his peers. This

is typical of someone who has
mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS  $hZEEIE) .
L|k-sang s body is short of a certaln type of

: enzyme, thus causing - lot of health problems

such as stunted body growth _ : "




such as stunted body growth There are only 40
people in Hong Kong who have-_'__he same dlsease
and they probably have a much shorter ife.

Because of his COl‘ldltIOh Ltk-sang can hardly

' ;partlmpate in phyStcal actlwtles W|th his peers

etimes look at himin a strange way as
ugh fighter, always .returns_
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| am Stephen Lik-sang's father. My son is
" a considerate kid who never grumbles
about life. He shares everything with me
each night when we have a heart-to-heart e
‘ chat during bath time. He knows | have §
| given him the best care | can.| know there 32
are curious eyes that peer at him, but | 1%
never feel embarrassed holding my son's |

hand walking across the street.

Problems +that a MPS
patient may suffer

* the chance of becoming blind °

* painful lung and heart conditions

* shorter arms and hands

= difficulty in walking or use of their limbs



- given him the best care | can. | Know there
‘are curious eyes that peer at him, but |

never feel embarrassed holding my son's
hand walking across the street. ;

roblem= that+ a MPS
patient may suvffer

¢ the chance of becoming blind

* painful lung and heart conditions =

* shorter arms and hands

e difficulty in walking or use of their limbs

~ * unable to digest enough food

MPS patients generally have a shorter lifespan (less than 20 years).
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Now, |4 years on, apart from his physical
disadvantages, Lik-sang has grown up like any normal
teen — playing computer games and watching
football matches. His adorable character attracts
many friends and they always
give him a helping hand. He has
also learned to cherish his life
and embrace each day with
gratitude. "l do know that | like
maths and want to grow up to
be a football commentator;” he _
said with his soft voice. e
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%‘ What has Lik-sang's story told :
. you’ How should we face difficulties in life?
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M incurable (adi. 7ﬁ“?§;ﬁﬂ’3)
devoted (adj. BREHY)
stunted (adj. BEREHY)
grumble (v. B0h3828)
B peer (v. B3R (T E)
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R *Big word(s) and Amazing phrase(s) are published on page 15.




