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Mrs. Ellie Ching 
Chairperson, Hong Kong MPS & Rare Genetic Diseases Mutual Group

From the day they are born, patients with rare diseases face difficult life paths. Pain, endless doctor 
visits, physical disability, organ failure, surgery after surgery–these are all experiences shared by 
rare disease patients. For them, death could come any moment. Making plans today does not 
mean getting to carry them out tomorrow. Many patients pass away before they turn 20.

Yet our patients are not defeated. They never despair. Life may be short, but they work hard to 
make it meaningful. With whatever time they have, they strive to learn, to give back to society, to 
make the most out of life.

Over the past few years, we have published four books about rare disease patients and have 
received encouraging responses from the public. This year, we organised the “Rare Love” 
Illustration and Comic Competition to allow more young people to learn about us. We hope 
today’s youngsters, who live a life of abundance, will be inspired by the patients’ perseverance 
and courage. We hope the youth will be inspired to live constructively, and equip themselves to 
become learned, compassionate and responsible members of society.

I am delighted that the competition was well-received by Hong Kong’s higher-education and 
secondary school students. The quality of the works has exceeded our expectations. We have 
selected 13 works from hundreds of entries and compiled them into this book. We hope these 
outstanding illustrations and comics will touch your hearts and bring love to your lives.

Introduction
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Dr. Joannie Hui 
HKMPS Advisor
Senior Medical Officer, Department of Paediatrics, Prince of Wales Hospital

My interest in MPS began soon after I became a paediatrics student. The multifaceted 
nature of MPS makes it an excellent subject through which to learn about metabolic 
syndromes and other organ diseases. Despite its rarity, MPS was also a hot topic in 
paediatrics exams. After I started my career, I had the opportunity to treat some MPS 
patients. I soon realised how little doctors could do for them. The disease is incurable, 
and there is little to do in palliative care. All we could do was watch the patients 
deteriorate in health and mobility. We could refer the patients to different specialists 
and fill out the many forms for them, but that was it.

In the past decade or so, many medical journals have started mentioning bone marrow 
transplant as a way to treat MPS. This is an excellent development, as the transplanted 
bone marrow could produce the missing enzymes in the patients, and expand what 
doctors can do beyond palliative care. Scientists later discovered that they could 
manufacture drugs that produce these enzymes, and have successfully used these 
drugs to treat patients. I was at first doubtful about bringing such new treatment to 
Hong Kong, as efficacy takes time to prove and the drugs are very expensive. 

Thanks to the work of different parties, the Hospital Authority finally agreed to set up 
an expert panel to look into the feasibility of this enzyme injection therapy, and look 
out for other medical proof of treatment efficacy. I am even more thankful for the 

Introduction
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patients’ perseverance. The expert panel has been set up for five years already, and over 
10 patients have benefited from this new treatment. As a doctor, there is nothing more 
delightful than seeing patients improve and discovering new, effective treatments. This 
is what drives healthcare professionals and scientists around the world to continue their 
research. I hope that newer, better, more effective drugs will continue to emerge.

This book contains many snippets of the MPS patients’ daily lives. The young comic 
artists who took part in the competition used vibrant colours and lively brushstrokes 
to introduce these “warriors” and their families to us, vividly portraying each patient’s 
will to live every day to the fullest with emotion and love, regardless of their physical 
condition. The works are all distinctive in style and content, and they all show the 
artists’ understanding about and empathy for the patients. It is a lesson about love, 
about life, and about treasuring our health, mobility and freedom to learn. 

I hope you will be touched by these works like I did—that you will understand the 
patients’ situations, difficulties and needs, and appreciate their optimism and love for 
life. Please enjoy these amazing comic works by a group of talented young artists who 
have infused them with their love and empathy.



Hong Kong Mucopolysaccharidoses and 
Rare Genetic Diseases Mutual Aid Group

Illustration and Comic Competition
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Summer has come. Beanie falls to the 
ground, waiting to sprout. But she 

does not grow up. 
Every night, she has the same dream…

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy

I want to grow up
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When summer arrives, little beans 
fall to the ground to absorb sunlight 
and water. All the little beans grow, 

except Beanie.

Only Beanie remains the same size. 
She is sad as she is too small to 

protect her beloved family.

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy



9

So Beanie prays every day.  
She keeps living positively, hoping 

to find ways to grow bigger.

Years pass.
And no matter how hard it is, 

Beanie never gives up.

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy
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One day, Beanie sees a swing in front 
of her. Feeling curious, she sits on it.

But the swing turns out to be a 
horrible monster. And it is going to 

swallow Beanie!

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy
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Beanie is saved, but she can 
no longer walk.

Just as Beanie thinks all 
hope is lost,

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy
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A pair of gentle and warm hands 
wraps around Beanie. It is Mum and 

Dad. “You’ve already worked very 
hard,” they say. 

“No matter how you look, we just 
want you to be happy and healthy, 

my silly child.”

It is Beanie’s loving family that has 
been supporting her.

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy
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“I want to grow up,”
Beanie says to herself again and again.

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy
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Look how tall I am! 
I am strong enough to be  

your shelter!
To protect you!

Every night, Beanie has the 
same dream.

I want to grow up 
Wu San Yee, Sandy
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Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary
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30.10.2007
Sunny

My name is Beanie,
My world has different colours.

Living in a small and private corner 
of the world,

I live a happy life, even though  
I suffer from MPS.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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30.10.2010
Sunny

I have been different from the others 
ever since I was small.

I have remained the height of a little 
child, I am only about 90 cm tall. 

I find it hard to buy clothes that fit . 
That’s why I have encountered many 

interesting things in my daily life.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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3.2.2020
Cloudy

My sister has left us quietly.
I miss her all the time, her smile, 

her voice and her dream.
I wonder how she is doing in heaven. 
Is she looking at me at the moment?

I hope she is happy, and can do 
whatever she wants in her new home.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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10.3.2035
Sunny

I remember my sister had many 
dreams. Now that she is no longer 

here, I need to work hard for her and 
enjoy life for her. I have been thinking 
what I can do. Now I know: I want to 
share my happiness with everybody.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi



20

10.8.2049
Sunny

I frequently need to go to the hospital 
for treatment, take bitter Chinese 

medicine and do painful stretching. 
Life is hard and tiring, but I never 

give up. To pursue my dream, I will 
persevere, I am not afraid of anything.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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6.2.2050
Sunny

Actually, my dream is very simple.  
I would feel happy and satisfied just 
being a minor staff. I would do my 
best at the job because I just want 

to share my happiness with the 
others every day.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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25.12.2060
Sunny

If I could travel around the world 
after I retire, to see different parts 
of the world, I think it would be a 

colourful retirement. I also dream to 
fly on a plane.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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30.10.2080
Sunny

My 80th birthday is coming! I think my 
life is going to be more wonderful. I’m 
going to be the youngest old woman 

in the world.

Beanie’s Dreamy Diary 
Ho Hau Yi
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Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee

Sticky Beans in Wonderland
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One night, tired Eric is lying on his 
bed. He soon falls asleep…

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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A big stadium appears in front of 
him. He can hear people cheering 
inside, and many football players 

are waving at him.

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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Eric and his teammates have won 
the World Cup. They wear big smiles 
across their faces. Eric’s dream has 

come true.

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee



28

Eric’s teammates throw him into the 
air to celebrate.

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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As he flies in the sky, he finds  
a long ladder.

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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Climbing to the top of the ladder, 
Eric discovers a beautiful islet!

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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It is Eric’s first time enjoying the 
life of the rich. How relaxing and 

comfortable!

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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While the idea of comfort is still 
lingering in his mind, Eric falls off 

the bed.

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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Haha! It is just a dream…

Sticky Beans in Wonderland 
Choy Po Yee
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A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin

A Joyful Beanie Life
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A Joyful Beanie Life
I’m Eric Ma. When I was small, I was 

just like the other kids.

But I never thought we were actually 
worlds apart.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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When I grew up, I discovered that  
I was not growing taller with them.

The other kids would grow taller and 
taller, but I remained three feet tall.  
I guess I must have forgotten to eat 

the Grow Up Mushroom.  

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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But I soon realised that it was  
a disease that has stopped me  

from growing.
I received many people’s care and 

help in my daily life. But…

I was more eager to do whatever  
I wanted by myself.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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The city was so big and scary, to a 
point that I couldn’t live a normal life.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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Walking, going up stairs all challenged 
me one after another.

Hiking and playing basketball were 
things I could only dream about.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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The disease deteriorated me gradually. 
My strength waned, my eyes became 

covered in ink.

Light was taken away from me, and I 
had to face a life of endless darkness.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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This ink brought darkness upon me. 
I lost the things I cherished, and I 
couldn’t see the people I loved.

But this darkness also allowed me to 
feel the warmth of the people around 

me more vividly.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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To those of you who care about 
me, even though I can’t see you,  

I can still feel you.

I have been tortured by the disease 
for 20 years, and soon my body 
will no longer be able to take it. 
But it doesn’t matter, I know you 

are still with me.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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Because of you, I am no 
longer afraid.

A Joyful Bean Life 
Tsang Wai Yin
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A Wish

A Wish 
Man Wing Yi
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Since I was four years old, 
my world… 

A Wish 
Man Wing Yi
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

has changed…
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People are looking at me 
this way again.

I am just someone who 
can’t grow tall, who has 

shorter limbs...

A Wish 
Man Wing Yi
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

who has too much 
mucopolysaccharides 
in the body, who has a 

rare disease.
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My parents love me.

My little sister, my friends who 
grew up with me, are all much 

taller than me.

A Wish 
Man Wing Yi
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

But I am not disheartened.
As every day I can wake up, 

spend every morning with my 
family and go to school with 

my sister.

I’m sorry.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

Every moment is precious to me.

Just that…

I still feel bad being despised and 
ridiculed by the others.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

He is my best friend in class.  
We have grown up together. 

Although he doesn’t speak 
much, he is the only person in 
class who would accept me.

Sometimes, my sister and he 
would wait with me as my 

parents come to take me home.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

Even though it is a bit self-willed, 
sometimes I wish that

“I want go home by myself.”

Like ordinary people,

I want to walk my own way.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

The doctor says that apart from 
not being able to grow taller, 

my eyes, ears, teeth, respiratory 
system and other organs are 

going to deteriorate gradually.

“I’m so sorry…”

I may even lose my 
intelligence…

And I…

Might only live till my twenties.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

I have only little time,
but there are still a lot of things 
that I would like to experience.

Walking isn’t easy for me. 
But I want to try my best to 

keep going…

until the day I collapse. 
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“I’m sorry…”

It is really, really hard to be an 
ordinary person.

“You just have to…”

“You just have to stay alive. 
Nothing else matters.”

A Wish 
Man Wing Yi
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

Did you know that?

Actually, I have many wishes…
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

To be alive.

To grow a little taller.

To take care of myself and those 
around me, even just occasionally.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

I wish the people around me 
could be happy.
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A Wish 
Man Wing Yi

And my biggest wish, is that 
the world could be a bit more 

compassionate and loving.



61
MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze

MPS Bean and Dream
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It is not only in our dreams that we 
can help people!

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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I have been suffering from 
Mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS) since  

I was born.

I can’t grow tall and I can’t take 
care of myself, so I always need to 

depend on the others.
That’s why I always have this wish, 

that I would no longer need to 
depend on the others, but could 

help them instead!

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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One day, a floating cloud comes to 
me and asks me to save the princess, 
who has been imprisoned by some 

illness devils.

“That’s impossible! Even in my daily 
life, I need other people’s help. How 

can I defeat the illness devils?” 
I say, dully.

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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“Don’t worry,” the cloud says. “I’ll give 
you a costume and an MPS vaccine so 

you can beat the devils.”

So I agree to the cloud’s plea.

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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As soon as I set foot in the castle, the 
devils start attacking me. I launch my 

weapon—the MPS vaccine.

The vaccine incapacitates the devils! 
And the devils, seeing that they have 

lost, flee. 

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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After I have defeated the devils, 
I set off to rescue the princess.

When she sees me coming to 
save her, her glumness turns into 

a big smile. 

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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“I have to go now,” I say to  
the princess.

The princess is very grateful, and 
thanks me repeatedly.

She also offers me her precious 
crown as a gift, which I accept out 

of courtesy.

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze
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When I return to reality, I find that 
what has happened was only a dream.

It is not only in our dreams that we 
can help people!

MPS Bean and Dream 
Chan Wai Sze



70

From that year on, 
I stopped growing tall.

From That Year On

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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4th March,

Dad and Mum take us hiking.

I always get tired after only a short walk.

So we’ve never really hiked.

This is just my baby sister’s imagination.

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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This is a small garden near my home.

This is Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront.

This is Kowloon Park.

I can remember all the images,  
no matter how blurred they are.

I am just afraid that all I can see in the 
future is darkness.

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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I am not playing hide and seek, I am 
just following the yellow and red lines 

on the floor at the hospital.

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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Today, mum wakes me up,

she says the sun has risen,

but I am still in the dark.

I know I can never see the  
world again.

I am not scared, only  
disappointed.

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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So I go to Kowloon Park,

and I start playing the song “Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Stars”.

I can still remember the colours of the 
peacock, the faces of my family,
faces that are always so young!

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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Luckily, there is always a breeze 
urging me not to give up.

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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Take your time,

There is no need to rush.

No matter how hard life is,  
I will keep on fighting for it.

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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I only hope that I am still alive when 
I wake up tomorrow...

From That Year On 
Leung Yee Ting
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A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan

A Pakistani Family
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One day when Mavish and Hamza 
were five and four, they felt an intense 
pain in their knees. They were not even 
able to put their heels on the ground. 
So they asked around about the cause 

of the disease.

When they were diagnosed with MPS1, 
their father abandoned them…

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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Hong Kong’s weather, medical 
facilities and education system suit 

Mavish’s family. But as a single-parent 
family, life is not easy for them.

Through social workers, they meet 
other families that share their 

experience and learn more about MPS.

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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Mavish has eyesight problems;
Hamza has respiratory problems, 

he can’t stand or walk for  
extended periods.

Their mother has found on the 
internet that MPS is curable.

In order for Mavish and Hamza 
to receive Enzyme Replacement 

Therapy, they switch to a 
hospital that has a higher chance 

for granting medication. The 
school is also nearby so it is very 

convenient.

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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A genetic testing has found that 
mother’s genetic pathology is very 

similar to Hamza’s, only that her 
disease never developed.

Mother started practicing Yoga  
for health.

She helps Hamza to practice Yoga 
too, to keep his body nimble.

And Mavish is trained to bath herself 
and do homework by herself.

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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In mid-November 2009, Hamza 
attends a relative’s wedding in 

Pakistan. But he falls at home, and 
passes away.

Who would believe it?

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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The government has approved 
Mavish’s medication! Her health has 
stabilised as a result. She has grown 

taller and her appearance has become 
normal too!

Mavish and mother believe that 
Hamza is going to heaven first to 

familiarise with the environment He 
will meet them there in the future.

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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When Mavish was small, she  
wanted to be a doctor But doctors 

are too busy and MPS patients need 
more private time. Now, Mavish 

wishes to be a teacher

A Pakistani Family 
Wong Chiu Yan
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Every day when I open my eyes

But… 
Lau Yin Yee

But…
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I look at my tiny hands and feet.

They have not grown any bigger.

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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What have also not changed are that

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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I am still unable to climb high,

I am still unable to run fast,

I am still unable to swim well.

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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But…

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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I have the greatest love in the world.

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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My mother’s care.

My father’s encouragement.

My brother’s company.

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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Isn’t love all around me?

But… 
Lau Yin Yee
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Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que

Energetic Bunny
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Tiny likes going to school.
He is the student who arrives at 

school the earliest.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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Tiny likes PE class the most.
He wants to become an athlete.

Teachers and classmates say Tiny  
is talented.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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Sports Day is coming soon.
All the students are looking 

forward to it.

Only Tiny feels unhappy.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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His arms and legs have remained 
short for years.

He has not grown any taller.
Tiny feels inferior.

He would cry secretly at night.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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He would even pretend to be sick so 
he can skip school for a few days.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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Tiny’s friends are worried about him, 
and decide to visit him after school.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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Tiny is touched. He knows he 
should not hide, and he should not 

upset his good friends.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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At his friends’ encouragement, Tiny 
determines to go back to school 

with them.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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Sports Day has finally come.

Tiny’s schoolmates all cheer for him, 
giving him confidence.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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At last, Tiny does not disappoint and 
wins the race!

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que



106

Tiny is a bunny that suffers from  
a rare genetic disease called MPS.  
He cannot grow tall, and his limbs 
are short. He feels inferior because 
of that. As Sports Day comes again, 
the once-lively Tiny decides to skip 
school. But his schoolmates keep 
supporting him, and Tiny finally 

decides to face life with courage.

Energetic Bunny 
Lau Yuen Que
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Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze

Annie, Johnny and the 
Magical Crayon
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Today, Annie receives a special gift 
from her parents. A bird, which she 

calls Johnny.

They are always together.
This day, Annie tells Johnny the secret 

of the magical crayon:
“It can turn what it draws into reality!”

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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Weak wings have kept Johnny on 
the ground. MPS has kept Annie 
from growing. The two find that 

they are similar.

Because of the various treatments, 
Annie sometimes has a painful look 

on her face. Sometimes Annie sleeps 
like she was cursed. But Johnny has 

never seen Annie cry.

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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On better days, they would read 
together, tell stories together, and talk 
about their wishes. Annie says, “I want 

to be an artist in the future.”

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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Tonight, Annie decides to seek the 
magic that can cure her and Johnny.
She only brings Johnny and that box 

of magical crayons.

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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The moon and stars are soft.  
The flowers along the road are 

beautiful. Everything is new to them.

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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It is the first time that they have 
walked so far. Annie feels tired. She 
uses the magical crayon to draw a 

tent and a feast. And they enjoy their 
time under the starry sky.

What they did not know is that the 
nurse in the hospital is shrieking 

in panic. The commotion lasts for 
several hours.

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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A beaming tent shows Annie’s parents 
the way. In no time they find Annie 

at the seaside near the hospital. And 
their night adventure ends.

Annie says to Johnny, “Go after your 
dream! I will also fight for my dream 

and never give up!”

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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With what is left of the crayon, Annie 
draws a pair of strong, beautiful and 

colourful wings for Johnny.

Johnny flaps his wings and chirps to 
say goodbye.

Then he flies higher and higher.

Annie, Johnny and the Magical Crayon 
Chan Nok Sze
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My Position 
Chan Ho San

My Position
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My Position 
Chan Ho San
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I have always been looking for 
my position.

My Position 
Chan Ho San
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This position may be a doctor.

But my eyesight is bad so I cannot 
give injections.

My Position 
Chan Ho San
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This position may be a lawyer.

But I am not tall enough and no one 
can see me.

My Position 
Chan Ho San
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This position may be a barber.

But my hands are not nimble enough 
to cut hair.

My Position 
Chan Ho San
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This position may be a tollbooth 
cashier.

But my arms are not long enough to 
collect the toll.

My Position 
Chan Ho San
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I finally find my position, and it is a 
social worker.

My experience can cheer people up.

My Position 
Chan Ho San
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My Position 
Chan Ho San
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Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit

Beanie’s Path
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Everyone has his/her own path.

Everyone is special!

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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Although my path is full of challenges, 
I am never afraid.

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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Thank you, my friends, for teaching 
me that we do not need to care how 

others look at us.

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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I am grateful to my mother for being 
at my side, fighting the disease and 

tackling every surgery.

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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Thank you, my two younger brothers, 
for cheering me up.

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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I am grateful to my father for looking 
after me every day and giving me a 

happy family.

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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Life’s journey can be rugged but you 
will never be alone.

Please be grateful to the people who 
support you.

Beanie’s Path 
Wong Ka Kit
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A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee

A Different Bean



134

Beanie is a child with MPS. She seemed 
normal when she was born. But as 

MPS accumulated, different symptoms 
gradually appeared: Short stature, 

bigger skull, deformed joints, stubby 
and curved arms, clawed hands and 

short lower limbs.

A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee
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Beanie doesn’t grow tall and she 
grows significantly slower than 

normal children.

A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee
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Bent spine, stiff joints… Beanie 
always staggers when she walks 

and she falls easily.

A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee
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People always look at her curiously 
on the streets.

A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee



138

But there are more people who 
support Beanie, and her family cares 

about her.

A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee
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In Beanie’s world, there is a different 
kind of happiness, that’s why she has 

never given up on herself

And Beanie chooses to live happily 
and positively.

A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee
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A Different Bean 
Kwan Wing Yee
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Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat

Who Understands  
The Beanie Heart—

A Story About a  
Happy Bean
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Once upon a time there was a Happy 
Bean living in heaven.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat
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One day, Happy Bean falls from the 
sky, and lands on the palms of a man 

and his wife. They consider Happy 
Bean a gift from heaven.

The couple takes great care of Happy 
Bean. Watering him every day. But 

Happy Bean never grows.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat
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His height has attracted others’ strange 
looks and rejection. But Happy Bean 

keeps a smiling face.

God becomes curious, and decides to 
give Happy Bean a test.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat
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God makes Happy Bean’s limbs 
swollen, so that it is hard for 

him to move.

He makes his body weak and 
prone to injury.

Happy Bean can never play with 
friends.

Happy Bean always has trouble 
breathing. And every step he 

makes tires him.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat
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When he wakes up in the morning, 
Happy Bean always tries to brush 

and dress himself.

When his friends play, Happy Bean 
would cheer from the side.

When he falls, Happy Bean would 
stand up on his own.

When he gets tired from walking, 
Happy Bean’s family would carry him.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat



147

God asks Happy Bean, why he can 
endure such pain and suffering with 

a happy face?

Happy Bean replies, even though 
he can’t do what he wants, he feels 
happy all the time. He is glad to be 

able to breath freely.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat
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God finally turns Happy Bean into a 
healthy young child.

And Happy Bean lives the life of an 
ordinary person ever after.

Who Understands the Beanie Heart 
Lam Kwun Tat
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Hong Kong Mucopolysaccharidoses & 
Rare Genetic Diseases Mutual Aid Group

HKMPS was formed by patients and families living with rare genetic diseases for 
mutual support and encouragement. With the assistance of The Hong Kong Society 
for Rehabilitation’s Community Rehabilitation Network, the Group later registered as a 
charitable organisation on 23 March 2005.

Apart from Mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS), HKMPS also have members who are diagnosed 
with Mucolipidosis, Glycogen Storage Disease, Multiple Sclerosis, Gaucher’s Disease, 
Pompe Disease, Hereditary epidermolysis bullosa, Phenylketouria (PKU), Glutaric aciduria 
Type I (GA I) and Sotos Syndrome. All patients with rare genetic diseases are welcome to 
join as well.

The Group receives no regular funding from the government. Our operational expenses 
are mainly covered by annual membership fees and donation, whereas individual activities 
are supported by funds from different charitable foundations. The Group does not have a 
permanent address. We borrow venues from the Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation for 
meetings and gatherings.

Please visit our website www.mps.org.hk/en or contact us 
info@mps.org.hk for more information about us and about rare genetic diseases.

mailto:info%40mps.org.hk?subject=


Donation methods:
1	 By cheque

The cheque should be made payable to 
“Hong Kong Mucopolysaccharidoses & Rare Genetic Diseases 
Mutual Aid Group” or “H K M & R G D Mutual Aid Group”

2	 By direct deposit
Please deposit the funds into our Bank of East Asia account
015-246-40-426130 or 015-246-10-37986-7
and obtain a deposit receipt.

3	 By online donation
Please visit the following website for details: 
www.mps.org.hk/donation.html

Please mail your cheque or deposit receipt to our office. If you 
need an official receipt from us, please specify your name, mailing 
address and contact phone number.

Hong Kong Mucopolysaccharidoses & Rare Genetic 
Diseases Mutual Aid Group
G/F, Wang Lai House, Wang Tau Hom Estate
Kowloon, Hong Kong
tel: (852) 2794-3010
email: info@mps.org.hk
website: www.mps.org.hk/en

http://www.mps.org.hk/donation.html
mailto:info%40mps.org.hk?subject=
http://www.mps.org.hk/en


HKMPS Publications
HKMPS publications are also available in electronic version, please visit 
our website for details: www.mps.org.hk/en/publish.html
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Publisher: Bbluesky | Language: English | Pages: 128 | 
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Pages: 144 | ISBN: 978-988-99703-9-0
(The Traditional Chinese, printed version of this book is still available in 

small quantities and can be purchased from us. Price: HKD 68.)
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Publication Date: September 2006 (First edition) | 
Publisher: Bbluesky | Language: English | Pages: 80 | 
ISBN: 988-98181-7-5

醣豆豆‧情書書 (Little Giants·Great Letters)

Publication Date: July 2008 (First edition) | 
Publisher: Bbluesky | Languages: English, Traditional 
Chinese | Pages: 56 | ISBN: 978-988-99703-3-8
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Publisher: Bbluesky | 
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輕舟．重山 一個龐貝氏症患的心路歷程
Author: Joe Lai | Publication Date: April 2012 | 
Publisher: Riding Cultural and Creative Limited | 
Language: Traditional Chinese 
Pages: 191 | ISBN: 978-981-25914-4-9 | Price: HKD 68

寫出生命的彩虹─一位黏多醣症女作家的自白
Author: 陳雯芳 | Publication Date: 1999 | Publisher: Metro Broadcast 
Corporation Limited | Language: Traditional Chinese | Pages: 105 | 
ISBN: 978-962-85596-5-7

大不了的3呎高人生─罕有病少年的濃縮人生自白書
Authors: Eric Ma, Stephen Ma | Publication Date: June 2010 | 
Publisher: 青源出版社 | Language: Traditional Chinese | Pages: 184 | 
ISBN: 978-988-80217-9-6
(The electronic version of this book can be purchased from the online bookstore of 

Handheld Culture Limited. Price: USD 3.99 (Approx. HKD 30):  

http://store.handheldculture.com/book.php?category_id=7&book_id=606)

Books authored by our members
(Note: All royalties go to the authors and the publishers)

Books in Chinese
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